You've probably heard your parents say, “I’m not made
out of money!” or “what do you think money is made of 7’
But do you know what money is actually made of ?

The dollar bill is made of paper, right?

Wrong! It's kind of confusing because we often call it
“paper money.” But there is no paper, or even wood, used
in any of our printed money. It's a custom blend of 25%
cotton and 75% linen. It's closer to cloth than paper.

This blend, which can't legally be used by anyone outside
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, is much more dura-
ble than ordinary paper 42612.

True or false: Coins are made of silver.

False. US coins are mostly made of mixture of copper and
nickel. Some people think we don't need pennies any
more. But there are more pennies in circulation than any
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other kind of coin! In fact, in 2009 the US government
will unveil acompletely new design for the penny!

The penny, which most people believe to be made of cop-
per is actually copper-plated zinc. Nickels are made of a
75% copper and 25% zinc blend. The same mixture of
metals, called an “aloy,” is used for the outer layer of
guarters and dimes. But look at the edges of these coins.
There is a reddish-colored layer inside. This is a core of
pure copper 20454.

The Sacagawea dollar coin is gold, isn’'t it?

It is not. It's another pure copper core sandwiched be-
tween layers of manganese brass, made up of 77% copper,
12% zinc, 7% manganese and 4% nickel. Like the linen-
cotton blend used for dollar bills, the metal mixtures used
to make coins where chosen to maximize the durability of
the coins.

The US Mint estimates the average life span of a coin to
be 25 years. Compare that to the life span of different de-
nomination hills:

e a %1 bill will typically remain in circulation only 18
months;

e A $100 hill, which is handled far less often will last
for nine years.
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