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Answers to 
those everyday 

banking and 
financial questions.

Question:
	 In this economy, how can I slash my 		
	 energy costs?
Answer: 
 	There are 6 tried and true ways to save 		
	 money on your energy bills that are worth 	
	 mentioning again:

1.	 Drive a smaller car (if practical)

2. 	Use public transportation

3.	 Take shorter and less frequent trips. 	
	 Condense your shopping list to get 		
	 everything in one trip.

4. 	Lower the thermostat (raise in summer)

5. 	Conserve on water. Do you have  		
	 leaky faucets? 

6. 	Turn off the lights and switch to  
	 energy efficient bulbs. They use less 	
	 watts and last longer than incandes-	
	 cent bulbs 
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Online bill payment makes paying bills less 
painful, reduces the risk of identity theft, 
carries environmental perks, and even gives 
you greater control over paying off credit 
cards and other debts. 

You can do it

Anyone with Internet access easily can learn 
to use online bill payment to manage money.

Online bill payment lets you automate 
payments to take place on a set date every 
month, schedule a bill for payment weeks 
before a specific date, or simply go online 
to make payments to be delivered in two to 
three days.  

Tie payment to paydays

Since you can schedule payments for a 
specific date, you can tie payments to 
paydays. Just go online to alter the payment 
date or amount if your ability to pay changes 
before the payment is sent.

 

Even when you forget about a bill until 
it's due, online bill payment can help by 
minimizing the delay between when the 
payment is sent and when the recipient 
acknowledges its arrival, reducing late fees 
and interest charges.

Reduce risk

Online bill payment reduces the risk that 
ID thieves may steal envelopes containing 
payments from home mailboxes or while 
in transit. 

That's important, because the account 
information printed on both bills and paper 
checks offers a wealth of data to identity 
thieves who could misuse the information to 
open accounts in your name. 

Manage your debt

Online bill payment also can be a good 
strategy for reducing debt. One example is 
making extra online payments on loans at 
every payday.

Online Bill Payment Helps You  
Control Your Bills

Looking for a new credit card?  
Want a low rate?  

Well, look no further!  

Get our Visa Classic 

Credit Card at only 

7.9% financing!!!  

You'll lock in that rate 

until August 1st when it 

will revert back to, as low  

as, 12.95%! This offer is only 

valid between February 1st  

and July 31st!

How You Drive = What You Spend on Gas
Unless you can afford to buy a less-thirsty car, 
you only need to look into the mirror to see your 
best option for improving gas mileage: you, and 
your driving habits. A recent series of road tests 
by the staff at automotive Web site Edmunds.
com shows how dramatically changing your 
habits can improve gas mileage—especially in 
highway travel. Gas mileage gains from slowing 
down and driving less aggressively ranged from 
10% to 38%, depending on how much driving 
style was changed. 

Whatever your driving habits now, here are 
some tips to save on gas: 

*Slow down. By cutting speed from the mid-70s 
to 65 mph and avoiding lane changes and bursts 
of acceleration, the tests showed a 33% to 38% 
mileage improvement. 

*Use cruise control. By setting cruise control for 
the flow of traffic, the Edmunds.com crew got 
a 15% improvement in mileage compared with 
aggressive lane changing. 

*Don't tailgate. Not only is it dangerous to 
drive close to the car ahead of you, the frequent 
braking and accelerating also decreases gas 
mileage. 

*Don't put luggage on top of the car. Those 
roof-top luggage carriers are tempting for family 
vacations, but the increased air resistance cut gas 
mileage 21% in the Edmunds tests. 

*Avoid idling. When you sit with the motor 
running, you're getting zero miles per gallon; 
shut off the engine if you're stopped for more 
than a minute.

*Check tire pressure. Having tires inflated 
25% less than the pressure recommended 
by the manufacturer—usually displayed on 
a plaque on the driver's door—can cut gas 
mileage 3% to 5%. 

*Be cautious. Don't fall for Internet or other 
promotions for devices or additives that promise 
big fuel savings. If those devices really worked, 
their promoters would have sold them to car 
companies instead of pitching them online. 

And of course, when it comes time to buy a new 
vehicle, look for something that offers mileage 
improvement while still meeting your needs. 
When you're ready to shop, call or stop by 
Vision Financial Federal Credit Union for help 
with all your financing needs.


