
In 1958 it became SuperValu 

Employees Credit Union, follow-

ing the company which had 

changed it’s name a few years 

before. 

In 1985 the CU became known 

as Midwest Grocers Credit Un-

ion, then by its present name in 

2000.           Continued page 2 

By Julie Thompson 

A recent find by an employee 

revealed little known facts about 

the history of Midland Credit 

Union.  

When Mindy Cooper, Director 

of Operations, requested some 

documents from the Iowa Divi-

sion of Credit Unions, the Cer-

tificate of Organization they sent 

provided interesting insight into 

the founding of the credit union 

November 29, 1933.   

The eight signatures affixed to 

the request to establish a credit 

union in the state of Iowa were 

employees of Charles Hewitt & 

Sons Company, a Des Moines 

grocery established in 1871.  

According to “The Midwestern” 

published by the Greater Des 

Moines Publishing Company in 

1908, the company was “a pio-

neer grocery firm of Des 

Moines”. It was founded by 

brothers  Edwin and Charles 

Hewitt as Hewitt Brothers.  It 

was touted as having the first 

gravity spiral chute ever installed 

in Iowa, “by which boxes or 

barrels of goods on the fifth or 

sixth floors are delivered to the 

shipper on the first floor”.  

In 1947 the Credit Union be-

came known as Winston and 

Newell Employees Credit Union 

when officers of the company, 

Ben White and Arthur Carlson, 

filed an amendment to the certifi-

cate of organization.   

On October 15, credit unions 

members around the world will 

join together to celebrate Interna-

tional Credit Union Day and this 

year’s theme: Your Money. Your 

Choice. Your Credit Union. Do you 

remember why you chose Midland 

Credit Union to be your financial 

services provider? It may be among 

many reasons shared by the 177 

million people in 96 countries who 

have also chosen credit unions, but 

it most likely has something to do 

with the common philosophy of 

people helping people.  

Unlike most other financial institu-

tions, credit unions are not-for-

profit, democratically controlled, 

volunteer-run, member-owned 

cooperatives. They exist to serve 

their members, and that level of 

service remains high even during 

the toughest times. Instead of 

issuing stock or paying dividends to 

outside shareholders, credit unions 

provide value to their members by 

returning earnings in the form of 

lower loan rates, higher interest 

on deposits, and lower or even no 

transaction fees.  

This year’s theme celebrates the 

advantages of credit union mem-

bership. Value, trust and service 

are just some of the many 

benefits of being a credit union 

member. You are in charge of 

your money and your credit 

union.  

At Midland, we are proud of 

our heritage as a cooperative 

financial services provider and 

our connection to the 49,000 

credit unions worldwide. On 

October 15, we’ll join credit 

unions and their members around 

the world to celebrate Interna-

tional Credit Union Day in recog-

nition of the benefits those institu-

tions bring to their members.  

Check out our Web site for more 

information about International 

Credit Union Day and prepare to 

celebrate the credit union differ-

ence  
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 Why 177 Million People Worldwide Choose Credit Unions 

Money Matters 
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Main office ñUrbandale  

2891 106th Street  

Urbandale, IA  50322  

P:  515.278.1994 

      800.747.1994 

F:  515.278.0209 

Pleasant Hill Branch  

1225 Copper Creek Dr.  

Suite M  

Pleasant Hill, IA 50327  

P:  515.278.5333 

F:  515.266.7982 

Lobby & Drive -up Hours  

Mon-Tue-Thu  8:30 - 5:00 

Wed (8:30 d/up)  9:30 - 5:00 

Fri   8:30 - 5:30 

Sat  9:00-Noon  

 

Automated Annie  

Voice Response System  

515.226.8026 or 800.879.8430 

Loan Department  

515.645.9334 

Your Neighborhood Credit Union 

Closed for the Holiday ~  

  Veterans Day 

Wednesday, November 11   

Thanksgiving 

Thursday, November. 26 

Christmas Eve 
Closing at 2 pm 

Thursday, December 24 

Christmas Day 

Friday, December 25 

New Years Day 

Friday, January 1, 2010 

International  

Credit Union Day  

October 15, 2009  
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“Don’t tell me 

where your 

priorities are. Show 

me where you 

spend your money 

and I’ll tell you what 

they are.” 

 

~ James W. Frick 

Early photo of  

Des Moines showing 

the Chas. Hewitt & 

Sons building 

(center)  
Changes on the Way for Home Banking 

Historical Documents Reveal Origins 
Continued from Page 1  

The photo at left, taken in the 

early 1900’s, shows the 

Charles Hewitt & Sons Com-

pany. It was located on Fourth 

Street at the Des Moines Un-

ion  railroad tracks.  

Other locations for the credit 

union included the Winston & 

Newell building on Delaware, 

the SuperValu warehouse in 

Urbandale, 70th & Douglas, 

and  near 72nd & Hickman, 

also in Urbandale. 

In 1995 the new building was 

constructed at the present 

location  on 106th Street.  The 

first branch opened in 2007 in 

Pleasant Hill.  

From a small office with 3 em-

ployees, the credit union now 

has a staff of 16 serving over 

4800 members.  

Calendars Coming! 

2010 pocket and wall calen-

dars will be available during 

Credit Union Week. Stop by 

any location to pick up yours 

during the week of   

October 12.  

tion, pay bills, order checks, and 

more. Coming at a later time, 

the single sign on will include E-

Statements also. 

Holly Bernal, COO,  is thrilled 

that we are able to offer the 

new integrated site. “We have 

been working towards offering 

an integrated home banking site 

for several years now, and are 

very excited to offer this great 

benefit to our membership.” 

The Home Banking web site 

will soon have a new look. To 

make using the site more 

friendly, an integrated format 

will be implemented within 

the next couple of months. 

The target date for the switch 

is October 15.  

A big benefit of the new de-

sign is simplifying the login 

process to just one sign on to 

view your account informa-

M O N E Y  M A T T E R S  

Director Opening 
If you would like help lead the 

credit union into the future, 

we’re looking for you.  

Charged with directing the 

Credit Union in the best inter-

est of the membership, the 

Board is made up of people 

just like you. Want to  help 

make a differ-

ence?  Call 

Becky DeVries 

for more infor-

mation. 

515.645.9320 

ICUF Scholarship Program Announced 
The Iowa Credit Union Foun-

dation is pleased to announce 

the start of the 2009 Family 

Involvement Board Scholarship 

program, which will award 

$5,750 in scholarships. 

There are two scholarship 

programs available through the 

FIB Scholarship Program this 

year. The first is a scholarship 

for high school seniors graduat-

ing in 2010. The nontraditional 

scholarship is open to any per-

son who is entering or attend-

ing an accredited undergradu-

ate, graduate or vocational 

program. A total of $5,750 will be 

awarded. The high school scholar-

ship competition will award a total 

of $3,750. The first 

place prize is $1,500; 

second place is $1,000; 

third place is $750 and 

fourth place is $500. 

The nontraditional 

scholarship category will 

award two $1,000 

scholarships. 

Applicants must com-

plete the entry form and write an 

essay that is no less than 500-600 

words on the following topic:  

Research continues to show if stu-

dents receive financial education early 

in life, they will become more success-

ful. How will being finan-

cially literate help you 

achieve your individual 

dreams?  

Judging will be based on 

originality, grammar, 

clarity and meaningful 

content of the essay. The 

deadline for applications 

is February 5, 2010 . 

Winners will be notified via mail by 

April 16, and the results will be 

posted on IowaCreditUnions.com.  


